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                                    WINTER 2024 

Welcome to this edition of the cJ Newsletter 

Editor: Paul Campbell 

Email: paul.cam@xtra.co.nz 

 President Ahoy!  July 2024 
 
Wednesday 10 July was a bitterly cold day with not much sun and a light mist hanging over 
the lake.  Skippers were wearing many layers of coats and adorned with gloves and woolly 
hats. However, this did not deter them from launching their Canterbury J-Class boats into 
Victoria Lake. There were nearly 30 boats, a large turnout. Hugh Hobden was there with J-2 
(the earliest boat of the fleet), and Stan Price launched the newest boat of the Fleet vJ-011.  

 
 
The first cJ-boat was built in 1996, 28 years ago, and so far, there have been 383 J-Hulls 
registered, all fabricated by Phil Winter. What an amazing run.   
 
As you will know, there has been speculation about the development of a new construction 
method: having the lead keel internally placed, rather than bolted on.  Graeme Raxworthy, 
with me, have had a mould made, and the hulls coming off this mould we have called 
Victoria Js (vJ). So far there have been 10 completed or under construction.  
 
In addition, Phil Winter has been commissioned to create a new mould with the internally 
placed lead.  Hulls from this new mould will be available soon. We look forward to seeing 
these completed boats on the water. 
 
Our Association remains in a sound and healthy position, with dedicated Committee 
members ensuring its smooth running. Thank you for your on-going support and 
encouragement. 
 
Cheers and happy sailing. 
Rodney Ford 
President CJCOA 
 
 



                                                      cJ versus vJ 
 
As most of you are aware several years ago Rodney Ford and Graeme 
Raxworthy imported two Nottingham J’s to evaluate, do due diligence on and 
consider if this boat could become a part of our association.  
 
This was taken to last year’s AGM for the members consideration at which time 
the Committee was given a mandate to investigate, evaluate and come back with 
recommendations to be presented to the members at the next AGM.  
In the meantime, Rodney and Graeme proceeded to rename their new boat as a 
Victoria J and used one of their imported Nottingham J’s as a plug, and built a 
mould and have to date built eleven boats which have been sold to our members. 
At this time the Victoria J does not measure to our association’s current rules and 
guidelines as too much of the hull has been changed. 
 
At the recent Committee meeting it was moved by Cyrus Berry and seconded by 
Rodney Ford that Victoria J class yachts be permitted to compete in social 
events only, not measurement required events and for the CHCH Model 
Yacht Club racing events their results will be recorded as a totally separate V 
class.  The Canterbury J Class will continue with J results. 
 
In the meantime, Phil Winter, who over the past twenty eight years has been the 
association’s approved hull manufacturer, approached the Committee and invited 
all of them to attend a meeting at his house as he had developed a plug for an 
internal keeled boat and he was looking for their support to continue with his 
research and development of this exciting new hull. Five Committee members 
attended this meeting. 
 
Over the past few months, with the input of various committee members who 
have put a huge amount of work into ticking and crossing the rules and 
constitution of the association to ensure that this new plug has been developed 
within the existing rules without requiring any constitutional changes, this has 
been finalised and a mould has been built. This will only require an appendix to 
the class rules to be compliant. (see Appendix A below) 
 
This is an extremely exciting development for the association to be moving 

forward with and the new hull will become a part of the cJ stable and will offer our 

members two options in the building and purchasing of new boats while both 
complying with the Association’s one class rules and constitution. 
 
A notice to members will follow in the next few weeks with an exciting offer of 
price reductions for the original external keeled hull for those of you keen to build 
your own boat. 
 
The amendments or appendix as proposed to the committee and will go to the 
AGM is as follows: 
 



Appendix A, Internal weighted Canterbury J Class (One Design) RC Yachts. 

 

1 The Canterbury J Class RC yacht may also be made with an internal keel  

weight. 

2 Hulls to be made from the Association’s official moulds, produced by the 

Class Association’s official hull manufacturer(s) and supplied by the 

Canterbury J Class (One Design) Association. 

3 Lead keels and trim weights to be made from the Association’s official 

moulds, produced by the Class Association’s official lead keel and trim 

weight manufacturer(s) and supplied by the Canterbury J Class (One 

Design) Association. 

4 Trim weights to be supplied with an approved mandatory spacer provided 

by the Canterbury J Class (One Design) Association. 

5 Lead keels and trim weights to be installed as per the Canterbury J Class 

(One Design) class rules instructions for internal weighted Canterbury J 

Class (One Design) RC yachts. 

A.  The keel weight shall be bonded to the inside of the keel shell. 

B. If the supplied keel is difficult to locate inside the hull shell it can 

undergo minor alterations to allow it to fit, otherwise no alterations to 

the lead keel are allowed. 

C. The rear keel bolt/stud may be removed. 

D. No alteration to the hull shell are allowed. 

E. The trim weight complete with the supplied spacer / packer shall be 

bolted in place using the front keel bolt/stud with the tapered end facing 

forward, it shall be visible, accessible and removeable for inspection 

and shall not be otherwise altered from its original state. 

 

If any member requires further clarification they are most welcome to discuss 

with any of the Committee mentioned below who were able to attend the initial 

meeting and worked through the issues associated with the development. 

 

Paul Campbell 

Leon Blewett 

Jim Paterson 

Mike Inns 

Cyrus Berry  

 

 

Photos of the new plug and mould on the next page 



 

A sneak preview of the 
new cJ internal keeled 
plug and mould 



NEW MEMBERS 

Guy Euden (J383) 

Len Ruby (J163) 

Stephen Slade (J329) 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

AGM –5th October 2024 

CMYC Clubrooms 

 

NOMINATIONS OF CANDIDATES STANDING FOR OFFICE 2024/25 

President     Rodney Ford 

Vice President    Paul Campbell 

Secretary     Chris Strickler 

Treasurer     Mike Inns 

Committee     Cyrus Berry, Jim Paterson 

Hull & Leads  Co-odinator  Leon Blewett  

Measurers Representative Graeme Raxworthy 

North Island Representative Anthony Sissons 



SELWYN TAYLOR J 20 & J 158 – OBITUARY    Tom Arthur 

 

Selwyn was born in about 1951 and my wife Thysje and I, first became aware of Selwyn in 2014 when we 

became involved in the Kaiapoi Country Music Club. Selwyn was the club’s band drummer but we were part 

of the audience. The next year I joined the KCMC committee where Selwyn’s wife Diane was treasurer and 

that is when we got to know him personally. As a youngster, Selwyn was involved as altar boy and choir boy 

in the local Anglican church and as the years passed, he learned drums and played in Scottish pipe bands, 

thus his interest in music flourished. 

When he and Diane met as teenagers, she was an accomplished accordionist and the pair of them formed a 

band with other musicians and played in venues around Christchurch. Diane at that time was below the 

legal age limit for entering pubs but they escaped any prosecutions when performing. 

Diane and Selwyn married and had one daughter and 3 sons, and at least two of those sons are also 

accomplished musicians, one on guitar and the other on drums. The third son was a top-level league player. 

As the family grew up, the boys became involved in playing softball, so Selwyn supported them fully and 

learned to be an umpire, reaching national level qualifications. Further to that he learned first-aid with St 

John’s and became a volunteer on the sports grounds around Christchurch, eventually becoming involved 

with the ambulances. Remember readers, during all this time he was still drumming with bands.  

By trade Selwyn was a builder but put his hand to many other jobs including setting up concert sound 

systems at the Christchurch Town Hall events. He built their current house which Diane still lives in, and the 

pair of them have a love of Schnauzer dogs which they bred and still have two of. 

Now to Selwyn’s yachting career. He had never sailed or been on a yacht before, but approximately two and 

a half years ago, one sunny afternoon, Diane and Selwyn were walking their Schnauzers around the lake in 

Hagley Park and I happened to be sailing there too. I offered Selwyn a trial sailing session and he went quiet 

with concentration on the instructions on how sailing works, then I left him to it and talked with Diane as 

we watched his efforts. After about 15 minutes they had to move on but Selwyn was hooked and said to 

me, “If I could afford one of those, I would be into that sport”. At that period Thysje and I had three J class 

boats, J 20, J 146 and J 150. J 20 had been left to me in ex CMYC member, Martin Taylor’s will, so after a 

couple of weeks when Selwyn’s enthusiasm had not waned, I offered him J 20 cheaply and his yachting 

career started.  

Unfortunately, at that time Selwyn was still working at Sydenham Mitre 10 and the only days he had off 

were Sundays and Mondays but this was no good because CMYC only sailed on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

So, Selwyn and I decided to sail on Mondays at the club, and this we did. Very soon after these Mondays 

started, another gentleman on an E bike stopped to watch and was given a boat to try. He too was hooked 

and bought J 205, this was Murray Pearce, then his friend David Strack J 241, joined us, and you know the 

rest of the Monday sailing story which was originated for Selwyn. 

About one year ago Selwyn retired from work because Diane’s health deteriorated and this limited his free 

time for sailing, but by then he had acquired a second boat J 158 and numerous transmitters and had spent 

many pleasant hours pottering and learning how to fix and tune the boats which he loved doing, often with 

long phone conversations explaining to me what the current project was.  

It was a shock to Selwyn and all of us when he was diagnosed recently with pancreatic cancer and given 3 

months to live, but he was spared the agonies of this often-painful death when his heart gave out about 2 

or 3 weeks after the diagnosis. Selwyn had been fitted with a pacemaker many years ago so has had heart 

problems. 

In the music scene, Selwyn was highly respected as a player and person, and at the time of his death 

drummed in 3 different bands and was president of the Kiwi Country Music Club. Also, he was in demand at 

the various Country Music festivals around the South Island and his respect was affirmed by the several 

hundreds who attended his funeral. 

In our last conversation about a week before he died, I asked him if he was ready for death considering his 

upbringing as a boy in his church. His reply was that yes, he had turned his thoughts privately to eternity 

and throughout all the well wishes from friends this eternal hope in heaven was always present. 



Ferrymead Group Report 

 

The number of regular sailors have ranged from fleets of 8-9 to 15 and 

more on the better days over the winter. Last Friday’s sailing was 

delayed until the afternoon due to the lake being frozen all over until the 

ice melted. See the photo below courtesy of Moo Cowan. 

As a group we recently had the opportunity to view the new plug for the 

internal keel cJ yacht designed and built by Phil Winter.  

This was very well received and was inspected with great interest.  We 

are keen to see the first hulls produced from the mold that is currently 

under construction.  Phil is a long term member of the Ferrymead group 

and we are all extremely proud of his work in getting the project to this 

stage. 

 

Jim Paterson Ferrymead Group 



Lake Rotoiti Classic Boat Regatta March  2024 

This was my second year attending the regatta and for me this tops off the summer jet boating  
for this year. 

This regatta is a much about meeting people making new friends and catching up with old 
friends, This year I had the pleasure of catching up with person and her husband both myself 
and my sister went to primary school with in Whangarei in the late 1950’s and lived only 4 doors 
away from our house, such a small world. 

This year the Saturday weather started out overcast which turn to full on rain in the late 
afternoon as everyone was clearing up.  

This year there were 114 boats ranging from partially restored to fully restored and new builds 
using copies of the original plans, with some of the older boats beginng their lives in the 1920’s 
and 30’s, amongst these were to scale R C  models of racing boats who took their turn in 
demonstration races on the water. 

Not so much a racing boat but possibly a new class was a foiling bath tub powered by a good old 
Seagull out board it would do about 15 when up on the foils.   

 

There was also an old race boat called Flak Too which caught everyone’s attention when they 
fired up the Rolls Royce Kestrel V12 engine, they used a modified chairsaw as the starter motor, 
a bit of good old kiwi ingenuity. 

I am running an American lake boat number 101 she was designed and built in the mid 1980’s, 
before I purchased her she had spent most of her life in New Zealand in the north island on the 
Waikato river, Tucked nicely in the stern is a big block chev staring it life as a 454 cubic inch 
which now bored out to 468 cubic inch around 7.7 litres fitted with high compression pistons 
with a bit of a lumpy cam which gives around 580 – 600 horse spinning a Berkely jet unit giving  
around 75 MPH top speed and loving AVE GAS  burning 40 litres depending on how much jandle 
you have in it.  

Saturday was capped off with a meal at the Lake Rotoiti lodge with everyone enjoying great meal 
and congratulating the winners myself being one of them winning the best imported American 
Jet Boat. 

Next year will be the 25th year this regatta has been held which I believe will be a lot bigger. 

 

Owen Henwood  

CJ 368 

           

 

Members News by Owen 

Photos on next page 





 

TRY TO BUY SCHEME UPDATE 

 

We have now sold our second boat in the scheme.  We have another boat to 

put into the scheme in two weeks but are looking for more boats to tidy up 

and make available. 

Please pass on information about the scheme to anyone that may be  

considering buying a boat. 

If you have, or know of anyone who may be interested in selling their boat 

please contact Paul Campbell on 021 336 332 

FOR SALE cJ 161 

cJ 161 is currently a Try to Buy Boat that 
is currently in the Club rooms. 

This boat has been restored with a new 
paint job and new lines throughout the boat.  
Complete with controller and batteries it is 
in excellent condition. 

Asking price $950 

Contact Denis Rump 027 628 8390 

Q.  What do you call a sail with only two 
corners? 

 

A.   I haven't got a clew!!! 



 

No 7 (Defender) is up for sale. 

INCLUDES; 

RMG smartwinch, 

HXT 5010 twin bearing rudder servo,  

Historic class, Measurement and Ownership certificates, 

Cedar boat stand, 

1000Mah Lipo battery. 

 

Contact Leon Blewett 

Ph 021 182 2628 


