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NEWSLETTER 

                                    SPRING 2023 

Welcome to this edition of the cJ Newsletter 

                                 Newsletter Editor Paul Campbell 

 

2023/24 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

President:     Rodney Ford 

Vice President: Paul Campbell 

Secretary:     Vern Rolton 

Treasurer:   Mike Inns 

Committee:  

Jim Paterson (Ferrymead Rep)  

Cyrus Berry, Antony Sisson 

Hull Co-ordinator:  Leon Blewett 

Class Measurer:    Graeme Raxworthy 

 

 

New Boats and Builds 

Colin FreemanèJ376  



 

 

President Ahoy!  Oct 2023 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !DaΦ ¢ƘŜ нсth, a great achievement. This has been my first year as 
President.  Our Committee members have enabled me to carry out the duties of this position. Our 
previous Presidents (Peter Vincent, Tom Arthur, Leon Blewett, and Glen Church) have guided the 
Association since 1997, through these last 26 years.  Our purpose is to maintain the Canterbury J-
Class design and rules of the association, and also to promote construction, sailing and racing, as 
well as organise events. 
 
The current Committee has be re-elected to stand for the next 12 months. We are looking for some 
new members to take over some of these positions next year. Please let me know if you are 
interested. I will also shoulder-tap.  The Committee (also called the Class Advisory Committee, CAC) 
remains as follows: 
 

o Vice-president, Paul Campbell, has enthusiastically written the newsletter. He organised a 

very successful cJ-visit to Nelson a few weeks ago. 

o Organisational and webpage issues expertly run by Vern Rolton. 

o Money matters are accurately managed by Mike Inns. 

o Events coordinator, Jim Patterson, is a great organiser: the Auld Mug, Winter series, Match 

and Fleet racing. Also Ferrymead rep.  

o Legal and constitutional issues examined by Cyrus Berry. 

o Hull & leads Coordinator, sails and other boat parts managed, and many made, by Leon 

Blewett. 

o Boat measurement by Measurers, guided by Graeme Raxworthy. 

o North Island has Anthony Sisson to represent them. Greg Findon is now a Measurer. There 

are growing numbers of cJs in the North Island. Other Measurers are Peter Vincent, Paul 

Campbell and Colin Freeman. 

o Thanks are also due to Phil Winter for fabricating all of the J-Hulls so far, and to Chris Koskela 

for pouring so many lead keels and trim weights. 

 

The cJ-Fleet had a strong presence at the 125th CMYC Regatta with perhaps 40 cJs on the water. A 

magnificent sight as the rain cleared. Magic. We have over 100 members and more than 380 cJ-hulls 

sold: that works out at about 15 boats built each year. In the first decade of the cJ-Fleet, skippers 

built their own boats.  However, as time has gone by, there have been fewer cJ-builders, but many 

more sailors, most who have bought their boat.  

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ȅŀŎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ с ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƘǳǊŘƭŜ ǘƻ 
overcome being the bolting of the external lead keel, and subsequent faring. Hence, my interest in 
slightly altering construction within the cJ-design parameters. I am looking 10 years into the future 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άInternal slotted leŀŘ ƪŜŜƭέ ŀǎ ŀ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
decade. Is now the time to make this into a reality? The UK group, Nottingham, have already 
achieved this. The Motion I put forward (Seconded by Hugh Hobden) was passed. This asks the 
Committee to rule upon the equivalence of a Canterbury-J Class boat made with an external bolted-
on lead keel (traditional build) with that of an alike boat but with an internal inserted lead keel.  
Theses deliberations will take place over the few months. 
 
I am delighted to see our Association remain in such a sound and healthy position. 
Thank you for your on-going support and encouragement. 
Cheers and happy sailing 
Rodney Ford  President CJCOA 



NELSON WEEKEND September 16/17  

 

A merry band of fourteen sailors and wives and partners set off for a 
weekend of sailing and socialising with the Nelson RC Club. 

The sailors met on Saturday morning at the Clubs magnificent facilities in 
Richmond for a fun afternoon of racing with their members having the    
opportunity to have a good look at the boats and have a go sailing them. 

That evening John Levy had arranged a social event at the local Speights 
Ale House which was a most enjoyable evening attended  by all of us as well 
as many of the Nelson boys and their partners. 

Johns wife and Jane Parratt very kindly organised a partners lunch for 
Saturday which was well attended and thoroughly enjoyed. 

On Sunday morning we met for another mornings racing before everyone 
packed up to head home. 

The Nelson Club put on a fantastic weekend of boating, hospitality and of 
course the weather and our many thanks go to John Levy and his team for 
organising such a successful event which hopefully can be repeated in the 
future. 

Our thanks also must go to Antony Sissons for supplying spot prizes for 
the weekend which were very much appreciated by all. 

For those of you who have not yet seen the videos taken by the Nelson 
boys, they can be viewed on Youtube under Dream Jewels. 

 



More Nelson Pics 



 

FERRYMEAD REPORT 

 

Our extended launching facilities are working extremely well and making 

it very safe to launch our yachts. The new shingle covering, what was a 

very muddy patch, means we don't need gumboots any more!! We have 

put extra buoys out to give us "gate marks" at either end of the lake. This 

makes a very long course, great sailing legs and good passing lanes. 

Everyone seems to like the change and it has given us several more 

race courses. Numbers at the lake Mondays and Fridays are pretty 

consistent which makes for competitive racing. I hear some new boats 

are in the building stage and look forward to seeing them on the water. 

 

Jim Paterson  

Ferrymead Rep 

 
Canterbury J-Class Yachts: 25 years 
Model Boats, Boat builders and Skippers. 1996-2022 This is the Updated and 
Revised photo essay book. 
 
To pay  for this book please put $30 into account: 
BNZ  02-0800-0582547-066 
With your name in the reference. 
 
(If you want it posted, please add another $5 and give your address 

       Colin started building boats in his attic. Sails are going through the roof ééé. 



 

Restoration of  the historic cJ11 by Paul Campbell 

 

I recently purchased J11 from Chris Koskela and set about restoring it to its full glory. A 

complete strip of all the timber in the hull and the deck was removed. 

I added new cedar gunwale rails and cross members as well as laying up a new cedar 

deck. A new paint job on the hull with new rigging completed the restoration. The boat 

now has a measurement certificate and is back on the water sailing. 

Before 

 

After 



Roger Franceõs Recent Project cJ 375 

 

Vive La France   Built by Roger France      Launched 6 December 2020 

There is nothing quite like messing about in boats and for me my 
passions go back not just to the óinô but in creating and building. As a boy 
I grew up where an every day part of the scene included boats, building 
and  associated activities. 

The 2010 earthquakes made available materials in the form of quality 
woods that might have otherwise been crunched up by demolition 
processes and I soon found myself thinking a new boat needs to be 
considered. The idea of building a Picnic boat the style as see in 
Europe, usually powered by steam and even battery power as far back 
as 1860 in Germany appealed to me.  

I drew up my own lines for my build and the boat soon grew into Vive la 
France as we have today. 

The 5 Metre hull is strip planked Cedar with a fibreglass skin both in and 
out. The decking timbers are of a NZ native hardwood ñRewarewaò 
which was wonderful to work with and gives the boat a great finish. The 
current powerplant system drives through the lower leg of an outboard 
gearbox giving me forward, neutral and reverse, the output coupled into 
a typical long propshaft and propeller system. 

 


