
                                    SPRING 2024 

Welcome to this edition of the cJ Newsletter 

Editor: Paul Campbell 

Email: paul.cam@xtra.co.nz 

2024/2025 Subs 

now due 

$15.00 

Please pay by direct credit 

to the Association’s bank 

account 

06 0996 0271045 00 

Ref: Your name and 

CJCOA subs 

NEW MEMBERS 

John O’Duffy         J392 

Jeff Todd       J41 

Malcolm Buchanan  J387 

Richard Batchelor  J151 

Rick Stone    J388 

Rob Wooley    J384 



President Ahoy Oct 2024 
Canterbury J-Class Owners Association 
 
Our Association, formed in 1997, had our 27th AGM. Peter Vincent, our inaugural President, 
was in attendance. We have over 100 members, and Phil Winter has fabricated over 400 cJ-
Class fibreglass hulls. Quite a landmark. 
 
Your Committee Officers have been re-elected.  Vern Rolton, who has been our Secretary 
for the past 10 years has now resigned and Chris Stricker has come forward to take over 
these duties. So, your current Committee comprises:  
 
President – Rodney Ford 
Secretary – Chris Stricker 
Treasurer - Mike Inns. 

Vice-president - Paul Campbell, also newsletter writer 

Jim Patterson - Events coordinator. 

Cyrus Berry.- Legal 

Leon Blewett supplier of Hulls and leads 

Graeme Raxworthy. Class Measurer representative 

Anthony Sisson North Island representative. 

 

I also thank Chris Koskela for continuing to pour our lead keels and trim weights. 

 

We voted Phil Winter as a “Life Member” in recognition of his 27 years of service to the 

CJCOA with his J-Hull fabrication. In addition, he has recently created a new mould for a cJ-

Class boat with an internally placed lead keel. This mould was voted as a certified CJCOA 

mould. For a decade, our Association has been considering the merits of “Internal placed 

lead keel”. This is now becoming a reality. Phil Winter has made a new mould that will take 

the lead keel internally. So far, 2 new hulls have been made. We look forward to seeing the 

first completed boat on the lake. 

 

Along these lines, Graeme Raxworthy and Rodney Ford had also have made a mould to fit 

an internally placed lead (taken from the Nottingham boat). We have called this a Victoria-J 

(vJ). The vJ has been accepted by the CJCOA for sailing in “no-measurement-required” races. 

The vJ boat is under evaluation for its comparison with the cJ boat. 

 

Our cJ-Class regattas and trophy events have been successful and well supported by our 

skippers: Endeavour, Shamrock, Ranger, Winter Series, and Auld Mug. A big thanks to Jim 

Patterson and his team for their organisational skills. 

 

Lastly, a very big thank you to Vern Rolton who has been our very efficient secretary over 
the last decade. He has ensured the smooth running of our Association, working behind the 
scenes with the webpages, the handicap system, skipper and boat register, and timely 
emails keeping us well informed. 
 



LEON’S THOUGHTS ON THE FUTURE OF OUR ASSOCIATION 

After our Association’s AGM the other Saturday and listening to a few 

questions and comments,  I thought I would put my thoughts on paper for the 

newsletter. 

Our registered and legal name is; 

THE CANTERBURY J CLASS (ONE DESIGN) OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

INCORPORATED. 

In my very humble opinion, that name, particularly the One Design part, sums 

everything up, it’s what we are, have been for 27 years and I think should stay. 

 

I’m not sure if this is well known but thanks to the generosity of both Peter 

Vincent and Hugh Hobden, we actually own the Canterbury J, lock, stock and 

barrel. Peter and Hugh gave up their ownership of the boat, gifting the 

association all rights. Yes! As members, we all have a share in the ownership.  

 

A lot of time and effort has gone into looking after the Canterbury J, something 

not always visible, this last year is a bit different, the effort is visible with a new 

internal keel hull and the bulk purchase of external keel hulls with a much 

reduced sell price. Big changes and there is still a lot to do and decisions to be 

made, all to help make sure we carry on and have a future. 

 

The future will be what it will be, I just hope the organisation stays true to its 

name, all changes are as a consequence of our own actions and are for the 

Canterbury J. 

 

Leon, cJ 360 

Hull and Lead Co-ordinator 

 

  

 



Upcoming events 

Boating for  

  beginners!! 



Bryan Treleaven’s Olympic experience 
Olympic Experience    7-10-24 

An Olympic experience does not fit in a 2-paragraph story.  

Olympic Games - Munich 1972 was Germany’s opportunity to erase the memories of 

Hitler’s influence over the less appealing 1936 Olympic Games in Germany. 

Munich 72 certainly rubbed out some of the past, as they were very colourful games, 

with all officials and employees dressed in appealing blue uniforms, with a happy, col-

ourful, atmosphere throughout the 2 villages, namely, the newly build Olympic village in 

Munich with 12,000 athletes, and Kiel with the newly build village for yachting with 1,200 

athletes.  

The true Corinthian spirt of amateurism  was still paramount in 1972. 

In reality many countries skirted the  Olympic Code, by their top sailors joining their 

armed forces, or government organisations to  sail full time world-wide. East Germany  

& Russia had mastered that. Our New Zealand team competed in 4 of the 6  Olympic 

Classes being the Dragon and Soling keelboats, Flying Dutchman and Finn classes. 

During the seventies era priorities were in this order. Generate enough income to sup-

port your wife, your family, own a home, pay a mortgage, survive and anything left to-

wards your sport. We all  fitted the true amateur part time athletes mould, which has 

long been superseded in the Olympic Games. 

1972 was not a medalling year for any of our yachting classes, who were all elite sailors  

very capable of a podium finish, having all competed with success in Europe.   We 

shipped our fleet of 7 yachts and a patrol boat  to Kiel, which included 3 Finns and  2 

Flying Dutchman, where we trained and raced in Denmark and Kiel for several weeks 

prior to the Olympics. I sailed my Finn and was also back up for the Flying Dutchman, 

as I also competed in Flying Dutchman in New Zealand. 

Most of us were familiar with Kiel, having raced there before. A very large sailing area 

near the entrance to Kiel Canal. There was always a haze in the distance, eliminating 

view of the land most of the time when at sea, even when land may have been only 3 to 

10 nautical miles away. There were usually 3 or 4  Olympic courses often out of sight of 

each other due to the haze. 

Sailing conditions in Kiel are very similar to New Zealand usually with 10 to 25 knots of 

wind, with a reasonable sea state, with almost no rise and fall of the tide. 

The 72 Olympics became a light weather regatta very much unexpected by most, but 

much to the liking of sailors from light weather nations.  

We are all so fortunate to have chosen a sport where age or physical size is no barrier 

in reaching the highest level. Everyone I have competed against  world-wide speaks 

English, making it easy to build friendships lasting many years. 



In the Kiel dining hall we all mixed and dined with sailors of many nations whom we had 

competed against for many years, whilst in the Munich village dining hall all teams re-

mained exclusively within their own nations tables. 

Sadly the impact of the Palestinian Black September attack on the Israel team inside 

the Munich Olympic village compound, with the loss of life of 11 Israel athletes changed 

the tone of the entire games with the German Military fully armed, immediately  replac-

ing the security staff in both villages. 

Every day out on the water there were helicopters with photographers recording events. 

The morning after the Black September attack we were out on the water racing with no 

knowledge of the massacre, but rather curious as to the sudden increase of  many 

more helicopters and patrol boats nearby. When we came ashore fully armed military 

greeted us and guarded us, as we hauled our yachts out of the water, telling us to im-

mediately go to our accommodation block where we were fully informed about the dis-

aster and that the Games were to continue with ridged security in place. 

The Israel team had very nice distinctive blue tracksuits, but from then on no one was 

game enough to sit with them in the dining hall. The biggest concern for authorities was 

would a second attack follow up the first?  We were flown from Kiel to Munich twice, 

once for the opening of the Olympic Games, and at the completion of our sailing events 

for the last few days of the Games, where we stayed in the village with the rest of our 

Olympic team. 

The night after sailing was finished and the presentation of medals was over, we were 

invited to a party on a large keelboat berthed in the Olympic marina, owned by one of 

the German Olympians we knew well. The dining hall was in the process of closing 

down but gave us a bit of food for the party. Late at night and very much still within the 

very secure village compound, we were on our way back to our high rise apartment a 

few metres away from the marina, across a large grass area with shrubs randomly 

spread around. Every touring team has a few clowns, and this time it was Murray Ross 

one of our Flying Dutchman crews time to perform. Like all of us, Murray with drinks a 

plenty aboard, had a long loaf of bread in his hand given to him by the kitchen. Murray 

was slightly ahead of us and dived behind a bush as we approached. Murray was run-

ning around pretending the bread roll was a machine gun, saying bang, bang, bang, but 

within seconds Murray appeared  from behind the bushes with his hands held very high 

in the air, while he was on the pointy end of the  bayonet firmly poking in his back whilst 

held by a German military officer in full military gear very keen to eliminate the enemy. 

The Olympic movement have a saying “ Once an Olympian always an Olympian”, a 

very good reflection, as memories last forever. 

Bryan Treleaven 



Ferrymead Snippets 

                 Phil’s new boat!!! 



The new cJ internal keel hull 

Now available!! 



Hitec Sail Winch mount. 

Like the idea of having a spare winch but not keen on spending a lot to have that privilege or 

contemplating a new build? Give some thought to a Hitec winch, they have worked very well for 

many for a very long time, and they still do. Priced at around the $100, they are a pretty reasonable 

price, so particularly if you want a spare or back up that will spend a lot of time sitting around 

waiting, not a bad idea. 

Apart from the speed difference and looking different, the Hitec and a Smartwinch, do the same 

job, the only thing that may present a bit of a problem is the change from a horizontal drum to a 

vertical drum or vice versa.  

Colin Freeman came up with the idea to mount the winch on its end, how was the issue, after a bit 

of work and a few prototype makes, what’s pictured below was developed, it might not be perfect 

for everyone but think it will work for most. 

It is 3D printed with PETG plastic mixed with Carbon Fibre, it’s quite strong and pretty rigid. One 

end will bolt on to the front keel stud, the other ends needs to be screwed down. Two button or 

pan head machine screws are needed to locate the winch, two cable ties to secure and hold it in 

place and the drum can go either up or down. 

The latest one is a little different from what is pictured below, the vertical rear screw hole has been 

changed to a 55° angle, which on my calculations should mean it can be installed through most 

deck hatches,  the rest is the same.  

 

  

See Leon for more info 

Something to think about 



cJ Boat shop 
Radio Controlled CJ356 racing yacht. 
Built by Graeme Raxworthy. Everything is in a new but used condition. Comes with CJ356 
sails and hull and certificate. RC transmitter and receiver plus a lipo battery and charger. Also 
a stand and ropes. 

$2500.  

I only want back what I paid for it.  

Contact Chris Greer  

Ph 022 353 0691 

Boat Bits For Sale 

Bow bumpers     $10 each 

Non members            $20 each 

Can be purchased from Leon, Jim or Mike 



Try to Buy Scheme 
 

The scheme has the next boat becoming available at the Clubrooms in the next few 

weeks. 

 Boats are selling within 2 weeks of going on display at the club. 

 

We are on the hunt for more boats 

 

If you have a boat that is in a tidy ready to sail condition, or a boat that can be tidied up, 

we would love to hear from you about putting it into the scheme.   

 

We would also like to hear from you if you are interested in becoming part of the refur-

bishment team. 

 

If you know of anybody that is looking to purchase a cJ yacht let them know about our 

Try to Buy scheme as we can usually find boats to suit their needs. 

 

Please contact Paul Campbell for more information. 021 336 332 



Donated cJ 86 

The Canterbury J Association has been donated cJ 86 by Bob Wing for the 

Try to Buy scheme. The proceeds from the sale of this boat will go to the cJ 

association. 

The boat is currently being restored with time being donated but needs a few 

bits to complete.  

Thanks to Denis Rump, Derek Kraak, Leon Blewitt, and the cJ Association 

for their donations.   

This restored boat will be available for sale in two to three weeks. 

If you are interested please contact Paul Campbell on 021 336 332   

 
Looking to build a CJ    

Yacht 

  We have an offer for you!! 

 
The cJ association has reduced the price of the hull and 

lead package for the external keel boat from $300 to 

$200 

This pricing is available only while current stocks lasts. 

 

Since the start of this offer there are now 11 hulls sold 

and delivered to their new owners. 

 

There is limited stock left so don’t miss out. 
 

cJ hull and lead package $200. 
 

Please contact the hull and lead co-ordinator to 

purchase via the Canterbury J Class website.  

 

Contact:  hull sales Inquiry 

Canterbury-j-class.nz  


