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January 2022.  CJCOA 

 
Hi Canterbury J-Class Skippers. 

 

This is a special edition to honour and recognise Wes Purves passing. We heard 

about his sudden decline and his subsequent death on 30 December 2021. 

 

 
                                                   Wes Purves 

 

 
 

Glen Church, President: 

 

All the CJCOA committee will sadly miss Wes, who was 

so generous with his time, and so willing to organise so 

many events, setting out courses, dropping off marker 

buoys and the master of match-racing scoring. Such a 

great sense of humour. A wonderful person and a great 

loss to yachting, big and small. 
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Hugh Hobden writes: 

 

The shock of losing Wes is still sinking in. To miss his 

cheerfulness, kindness, always helpful, and so practical, 

there seemed to be nothing he couldn't do. 

 

Wes was a man of many skills starting his working life as 

an apprentice motor mechanic in his father's business. 

When an older brother went to Australia, building, Wes 

followed and worked for him in Sydney. He also went 

sailing in a small keelboat he renovated. Returning to NZ 

he continued building, first his own house at Charteris 

Bay, and then other jobs in the area. 

 

Wes and I met a long time ago at the Charteris Bay Yacht Club when his son, 

Terry, was looking for a crew to sail in a national Flying Ant contest. My eldest, 

Allan, crewed for Terry. It wasn’t until years later when Wes appeared at 

Victoria Lake to watch the sailing at the Christchurch Model Yacht Club, that 

we met up again.  

 

 

 

 

He was immediately hooked and bought a 

J Class Cream Bun J-158 and joined the 

club. As we lived close together Wes 

offered me lifts home from model sailing . 

In this way our friendship grew. 
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Wes writes about the restoration of “Cream Bun” in April 2020 

edition of the ChinWag lockdown newsletter 

 

“This lock down prompted me to 

up-grade Cream Bun    J-158.  So I 

carefully cut away the deck and I 

am still deciding which of the 

decks to replace it with. 

Hugh Hobden and I have decided 

to give “The King Max Sail Winch 

Servo” a go, as the reviews on 

them looked impressive and at a 

very reasonable price: so two have 

been ordered.  If anyone else have 

tried these winches,  then would 

you please let me know. 

 

 

Hope to see you all again soon. 

Cheers, Wes Purves 
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Hugh continues: 

I was involved with another friend, Peter Braithwaite, building two little 

American Shellback dinghies to sail in our dotage. We were also involved in 

setting up the Canterbury Classic Boat Group with the aim of preserving and 

fostering older craft of all types and sizes. An offshoot of this was the OBBC 

(Old Buggers Boating Club), mostly retired dinghy sailors who could quickly 

group to “have an adventure”. 

 

Two memorable ones were to sail down the Avon and Heathcote rivers starting 

at their source. Wes joined us to row a small pram dinghy down the Heathcote. 

This was a small fleet of dinghies, a kayak or two, leaving from Opawa, rowing 

and paddling our way down the river. As, the fleet passed under bridges, we 

were cheered on by passers-by.  

 

All was well until we reached the flood control gates at Woolston. Here the full 

force of the incoming tide was met and the gap too narrow for those rowing. 

Luckily the kayak got through, a rope floated back and each boat pulled 

through! It all ended ignominiously at the tunnel motorway on Ferry Road, the 

flood tide too strong to reach the Estuary, our goal. Cars and trailers were 

relocated and the boats retrieved from the  bankside knee deep mud! Many 

outings of this kind followed over the years. 
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Wes was easily persuaded to build a Shellback after struggling with his pram 

dinghy on that day and produced a beautiful boat, Okay Dory. 

 
Wes, as a member of the Pleasant Point Yacht Club took part in club racing, 

was always a willing participant at club working bees. His Shellback dinghy, 

being easy to transport, sailed in many places around Canterbury including 

Classic Regattas at Akaroa and Lake Hood. 
 
Wes was always one for a good project, a very run down Hartley 16 on a rusting 

trailer was bought for $200 odd and was next. Hours were spent removing 

rotten ply and timber, rebuilding the trailer, painting and re rigging with the 

result of a very smart Staying Alive Hartley 16. 

 

Wes writes about this in the April Chinwag 2020:  

“My other latest project has been the purchase and restoration of a dilapidated 

old Hartley 16 – purchased for a challenge. (don't expect to get much for $200).  

BUT, 12 months and $2thousand later, I have had lots of pleasure and 

satisfaction from sailing “Staying Alive” with friends on Lyttleton Harbour, the 

Estuary (PPYC) and with the Canterbury Classic Boats on Akaroa, and Lake 

Hood at Ashburton.  Now that I have made a new sliding hatch during our lock-

down period, I think I can say she is finished. 
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The Hartley 16 Restoration Project 
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Hugh continues the story: 

His early life experience as a motor mechanic 

was useful when his faithful Mazda blew up on 

a trip to Picton. A second-hand motor was 

purchased and after much trouble was installed 

successfully.  
  
No one was more shocked when he learned he 

had advanced blood cancer that would not be 

curable. 

 
A dear friend sadly missed.  

Hugh Hobden 

 
 

 

 

Ian Scott writes: 

 

Goodbye Wes! It is with sadness that I write this tribute 

to Wes Purves. Friend of many, valued member of the 

CMYC, stalwart of the Old Buggers Boating Club 

(OBBC) and the CMYC and such a lover of sailing. 

  

I first met Wes when he bought a "J" from me (Cream 

Bun) he sailed it for some years having just replaced it 

recently with a new boat. I have memories of when he 

and I finished first and second, in a very close finish, 

very satisfying.  

 

Wes's association with the OBBC came about when he bought a derelict Hartley 

trailer-sailer that he faithfully restored to its former glory. 

 

Wes was a very skilful woodworker and the boat was a great example of what 

can be done to bring life back to an old wreck. 

  

I was very honoured when Wes asked me to crew for him on an OBBC outing 

to Quail Island, we sailed from the ramp in Lyttleton, around the SW end of the 

island through the narrows between the island and the mainland to land in 

Hospital Bay where the old foundations are still visible. Lunchtime – and time 
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for a swim and then back to Lyttleton in good easterly breeze. The old buggers 

certainly know how to get the most out of life1 

 

 

Wes had a wide life experience, he told me of being a builder (hence the 

woodworking skills), motor mechanic and many other things he had turned his 

hand to. I used to get scared of attempting new things, Wes just got stuck in and 

did them, always successfully. 

 

Our sympathy and condolences go to Barbara and his family. The Christchurch  

Model Yacht club will be the poorer from the absence of Wes.  

 

Ian Scott. 

 
 

 
           Wes Purves and TomWilda putting out the marker buoys 
 

Wes a tribute by Ralph Biggs 

 

 

Wes and I lived about 200 metres from each other, so if 

either of us required a little help or perhaps a 

second  opinion we knew where to go. 

 

Wes  liked a challenge and a bargain, I am not sure in what 

order, this led him to purchasing a Hartley 16 trailer-sailer 

in fairly poor condition which he restored into a beautiful 

sea worthy yacht. 
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His model yachting was fitted in around full size yachting, he loved his 

shellback which he had also built to a high standard. I took the photo of Wes 

setting up the shellback prior to heading of for a sail.  

 

Jim Patterson writes: 

 

I had met Wes at the Pleasant Point Yacht Club on a few 

occasions but really got to know him a lot better when he 

joined us at Ferrymead sailing his J Class. 

We spent many an hour competing against each another, 

he was always there to help if anyone had problems. 

Lunch times were often spent chatting about his Hartley 

and his Shell Back. 

During the time he was Events Organizer on the J Class 

committee he always made sure everything ran smoothly, you could always 

count on Wes. 

He will really be missed in our Ferrymead group. Fair winds and smooth 

sailing, Wes. 

Jim Paterson  

 

Graham Parratt writes:  

 

 

As a newcomer to J Class sailing 5 years ago, Wes’s smiling 

face accepted me straight away. He helped run events while 

others enjoyed sailing. He enrolled me into race officer at 

Ferrymead’s the Old Mugg. I will be happy to hold this 

honour. Wes was a GB = Good Bugger . Rip  Polly. 
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Leon Blewett writes: 

 

I knew of Wes, but didn’t get to know him until he 

became part of the Canterbury J Class Committee. I was 

the Association president at that time, I was looking to 

spread the things we do over all the committee members: 

Wes took on the role of event organiser.  

 

 

 

He just grew into and fitted the part perfectly. Over the 

years he did a fantastic job that benefited all of our 

members. There would be telephone discussions and 

chats at the lakeside with questions and ideas written 

down and he was always on the ball.  

 

I know he found it pretty stressful at times, but he 

wouldn't give in and saw things through to the end and 

we never had any issues to deal with thanks to his 

organising. Wes seemed to have an ability to get people 

on side and interested in helping to get things done and 

to do things himself. 

  

A few years ago Wes volunteered himself and Barbara to 

take some lead keels with them on a flight up to the 

North Island where I’m pretty sure they went out of their 

way to deliver them to one of our members in Tauranga, 

it wasn’t a case of how can we do it, it was a case of  we 

will find a way and it just wasn’t a problem, it seems to 

typify Wes's approach. 

 

I have fond memories of Wes and he will be sadly missed. Leon Blewett.  
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Many many others have praised Wes, with the same sentiments as above.  Wes 

also looked after the trophies. Yes we have fond memories of Wes and he will 

be sadly missed. 
 

 

Happy sailing,  

Rodney Ford,  

(Newsletter editor) 

On behalf of your Canterbury J Class Owners Association.    CJCOA 

 

 


