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March 2020.  CJCOA 

 
COVID-19 preparedness.   Planned events postponed. 
Greetings to all members, we are all following the news: all about the Corona/COVID-19 virus. 
You will be wondering what we should be doing about it. Well, here is the news and it can’t be 
sugar coated.  

The Canterbury J Class Owners Association is postponing all planned events: The Auld Mug at 
Ferrymead, and the Winter Series at Westlake Reserve.  

We just cannot afford not to follow the guidelines. We cannot afford to stage any events and 
have this virus spread among us, or to others by us.  

Sorry to all. The Committee,  

Canterbury J Class Owners (One Design ) Association Inc.  

                                                         ---oooOOOooo--- 
 
Hi everyone, as usual there is a lot happening in the CJCOA.  Here are your current committee 
members, at a meeting held on 18 March 2020, to manage the nuts & bolts of running the 
Association. We are always looking for additional members: you are welcome to come as an 
observer. Just let someone know of your interest and you will be invited. 
 
Committee of 2020. 
 

 
Cyrus Berry, Glen Church, Jim Paterson (Ferrymead rep), Tom Wilda, Vern Rolton (Secretary and 
webmaster), Graeme Raxworthy (Treasurer), Leon Blewett (President). 
 

 
Wes Purves, , Chris Koskela (measurers’ representative to committee, and lead supplier), and  
Rodney Ford (Vice President, Newsletter editor). 
 
Health and Safety plan: Committee still discussing the issues surrounding its implementation. 
Tom Wilda has volunteered to be our health and safety officer. 
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Honorary Membership 

 
    Thysje Arthur 
 
Membership 
Remember - if you own a Canterbury J-class boat, you should join up to both the CJCOA and your 
local club. The CMYC  (Christchurch Model Yacht Club) for Canterbury sailors. 
 
New members who have been welcomed into the Canterbury J-Class Owners Association: 

David Canning (J-21) is our 100th member.  Also joining: Peter Bradley. Peter Maxton, Murray 
Dean, Al Ross, Simon White, Dean Murray, Kevin Burrows, Ross Biggar, Yutaka Okura, Roger 
Chisnall, Greg Findon, Rod Watt, Barry Raynel, John Field, and Roger Hampton. 

Resignations: Peter Maxton. Also the following are un-financial from last season and are 
assumed to have resigned. Denis Dobson, Eric Dunn, Gus Hurrell, Ian Jackson, Peter Long, Russ 
Maddox, John Sutherland, Warren Vaudrey, Dusty Waddell, Roger Ward. 

Let us know if you still want to be a paid-up member. 
 
Boats on the waters 
The next hulls available for sale J-341.  Contact Leon Blewett for purchase of new hulls and 
other boat-building items (mast box, rudder-tube, and excellent 3D-printed fittings). 
 

 
Graeme Raxworthy has restored J-21 for Dave Canning, and launched J-333. 
Ian Scott has down-sized and built up Puff-11. 
 

 
Honorary Member status has been awarded to Thysje Arthur 
(J-150) for her constant and generous contribution to the 
CJCOA.  She created and ran the website for many years, and 
her outstanding photographs have delighted us over the past 
decade.  



Canterbury J class (One Design) Owners Association Inc.                      
 Newsletter 

 3 

  
Leon packing hulls for posting. 
 
 
Algal bloom warning 
If the Canterbury J Class (One Design) Owners Association (CJCOA) is to continue to stage 
events at Lake Victoria and the other lakes we use, we must work to the CMYC policy as well.  

From the month of February 2020, the only boats allowed to participate at any CJCOA event will 
be those that have sailed at: 
Lake Victoria   -   Lake Rua   -   Westlake Reserve lake   -   or Ferrymead lake, but no other lakes 
unless dispensation is granted by the CJCOA committee. 

On behalf of our very strong group of members who have regular sailing days at Ferrymead, we 
also convey their requirement that they will work to the above policy and only allow boats to sail 
with them that have sailed at Lake Victoria, Lake Rua, Westlake or Ferrymead, but no other 
lakes. 

We also strongly suggest after any sailing, wash, rinse and dry your boat, particularly if your 
next sailing may be at another lake.  It is over to every member to realise what this threat may 
cause to our daily sailing and our personal health, then respect and comply with what is being 
asked of us.  

Thanks for your help and understanding, 

The Canterbury J Class (One Design) Owners Association Inc committee.  

 

 
A downpour of rain as we set up for the Shamrock Trophy event. 
 

Leon Blewett has been busy sending Canterbury-J bits to the 
North Island. The photo shows two hulls and two leads, all 
packed up for Palmerston North.  The two hulls are sitting 
together and one of Graeme Raxworthy's decks is on top. 
(normally I would make an internal cardboard deck and glue that 
to an external cardboard deck  so the hull sides can be squashed 
in and the top is protected and stuff can go inside the hull. 
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Tauranga group:   
Canterbury-J boats going up to the North Island. 
 

     
 
Dave Panting (in green) and Dave Hemsley came down from Tauranga to sail in the Shamrock 
Trophy Event. The both sailed very well and one took a “top three” place. 
 
 
 
New Canterbury-J Insignia up for discussion/choice. 
Tom Arthur has been working on designing a new insignia for the Canterbury-J boat.  This is to 
go on the sail, where the solitary “J” is currently stuck/drawn. Thanks Tom. 

A new insignia might just help us getting everyone calling the boat by its correct name.  
The correct name is, "The Canterbury J". It is NOT just the "J class".  

                                          
 
Please let us know what insignia you like best – or submit a better one to the Committee. 
We are interested in your opinion.  The idea is that it should easily added to your existing sails. 
This is a work in progress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave Hemsley writes: 
“For your interest Guys, 
I have just picked up 
these five boats - all 
seem very happy – they 
are fitting neatly into my 
car boot. Thanks Again 
Leon for your help. 
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Shamrock Trophy Event 2020 (formerly, Canterbury J-Class Championships) 
 Held on 29 February Match	racing	& 1 March Fleet	racing 2020.   

 

The format for these Canterbury J-Class Trophy events was similar to last year: held on Lake 
Victoria.  Points of the match and fleet racing are added together to give an overall winner. 
Current scoring format for fleet racing was the Simplified Heat Racing System, which may be 
single fleet or have gold and silver fleets). There are no “handicaps” applied. 

Wes Purves yet again volunteered to be our Chief Event Organiser, with Race Officers: Chris 
Koskela & Leon Blewett. 

 
Skippers who sailed over the weekend Shamrock Trophy Feb 29 & March 1, 2020:  
  
Dave Hemsley, Peter White, Dave Panting, Keith Drewitt, Bruce Edgar, Graeme Raxworthy, Glen Church, Ron 
Bedyn, Cliff Bishop, Jim Patterson, Mike Innes, Rodney Ford, Roy Bickerstaff, Graham Parratt.  
 

 
Skippers preparing their boats – final adjustments. 
 
 

 
Skippers figuring out the match racing start sequence and rules. 
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The scoring system saga! 
Unfortunately, the race results system we were hoping to use was the “Simplified Heat Racing 
System” but it crashed on us after race 1!  So Leon Blewett had a hurried trip home to collect a 
Tablet that had the "Afleet" system installed.  We had no option but to change over to the 
“Afleet” for the balance of the day.  Subsequently, we have now changed over full-time for all 
our sailing results to the "Afleet" system. 
Thanks to the generosity of its author, John McPherson of Wellington, the system was donated to 
our organisation and we are very grateful to John for his generosity. 
 
Have a look at the system here   https://afleet.app/ 
 
The results: 
We congratulate everyone for the close racing, and we applaud the  eventual winners. 
 
Match Racing Ranger Trophy 2020: Ron Bedyn 

     
 
Fleet  Racing Endeavour Trophy:  Graham Parratt. 

       
 
Fleet Racing Defender Trophy: Bruce Edgar. 

     
 
Shamrock Trophy: Graham Parratt. 

     
 
Goodwill Trophy: [presented by last year's winner Rodney Ford]:  Graeme Raxworthy 

 

Graeme Raxworthy (Rax). He has a humble and generous nature. He will 
drop what he is doing to go and help someone else.  He helped fix one of 
the winning boats today.  He is a gifted boat builder and has made 40 
Canterbury J-class boats: which are works of art.  He had built half of the 
boats that were on the water today: this includes two of the winning boats. 
He has made a huge contribution to model yachting in Canterbury. 
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CJCOA EVENTS scheduled for the rest of 2020 are to be 
POSTPONED because of Covid19 virus. 

1.  Auld Mug Trophy handicap event. Sunday, 29 March, 2020.  10:00 – 15:00. 
POSTPONED  : Venue: Ferrymead lake.   A handicap based regatta, and may be Mark Foy or a 
handicap system where the object being to be ahead of your expected placing. The handicap is 
based on information built up from past events or applied on the day. The person placed highest 
against their expected finishing place wins. There are no “line honours”. Prize is; The Auld Mug. 
 
2. Winter Series of 2020  - 17 May, 14 June, 12 July and 9 August 2020 at Westlake. 
POSTPONED 
This event was Introduced in 2019 after gaining approval to sail at Westlake reserve lake.  We 
are careful not to disturb the wildlife on and around the lake.  

Sailing on Westlake. 

We will use the “Afleet” race results system but we are still in discussion on some of the finer 
nuts and bolts of getting to the final results.  We are considering dropping one day’s racing so 
those who do the Race Officer job and miss one day of racing or those who are unable to attend 
the four full days, won’t be penalised (with a days worth of DNFs!!). The answer may be an 
average score system we’re still experimenting.  We know the outcome needed, just need to iron 
out the path to that outcome. 

                                                         ---oooOOOooo--- 
 
Get your personalised Cap – do not miss out on this once in a lifetime opportunity. 

 
                  $15 ONLY!! 
 
Get your handsome CJCOA personalised cap.  
  
Embroidered with “The Canterbury J Class 
Owners Assn” on the front.  
 
Only a $15 investment. 
 
We will contact you by email and you can put 
in your order.  
 

Happy sailing,  
Rodney Ford,  
(Newsletter editor) 
On behalf of your Canterbury J Class Owners Association.    CJCOA 


