
 

 

 

Canterbury J Class (One design) Owners Association Inc. 

NEWSLETTER 

                                      WINTER 2023 

 

Welcome to this edition of the cJ Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Canterbury Model Yacht Club on celebrating their 125 year 

anniversary recently.  Many of our members had a great weekend of camaraderie 

and celebrations.  I understand they received congratulatory messages from 

Buckingham Palace and the San Francisco Yacht Club. 

FAREWELL TO BAILLEY 

The boys at Ferrymead have recently said farewell to Rumpyôs (Dennis 

Rump) best mate Bailley. 

 

Bailley has been a familiar part of the Ferrymead sailing group since  

Dennis joined ten years ago and has faithfully accompanied him to sailing  

days.   

 

The boys have enjoyed Bailleyôs idiosyncrasies  

including his hate of airplane contrails and  

paragliders.  His howls let everyone know 

when these appeared.  

 

His presence is sadly missed. 

Newsletter Editor Paul Campbell  

cJ 348 & cJ11 



 

 

OBITUARYðNoel Vincent 

We say farewell to Noel Vincent, one of our longstanding members  

who recently lost his brave battle with cancer and has now crossed 

the bar. 

Noel had the distinction of being the Clubôs first Honorary Member.           

He will be sadly missed. 



PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Ahoy! from Rodney Ford. August 2023 

 

The purpose of the CJCOA (Canterbury J-Class Owners Organisation) is to strictly maintain 

the ONE-CLASS radio-controlled model yacht: the Canterbury -J.  

 

It was conceived and built 25 years ago by the trio: Dave Heanly (J-1) [which is proudly 

displayed in the CMYC Clubhouse], Hugh Hobden (J-2), and Peter Vincent (J-4). They 

compiled a list of Class Rules, and formed the One-Class Committee to oversee these 

regulations, with Peter Vincent as initial President (photo). Since then, the rules have evolved 

to ensure fair sailing. Consequently, it is the skipper's skill that is tested, not the design of the 

boat. The photo shows this trio at the beginning, and 20 years later. 

 

"Measurers" were introduced to check that the J-boats were built and rigged according to the 

class-rules. The current measures are: Peter Vincent, Leon Blewett, Graeme Raxworthy, 

Antony Sisson, Greg Findon, Rodney Ford and soon Paul Campbell. The current 6-page 

"Measurement Form" is posted on the webpage: https://canterbury-j-class.nz/measurement-

form/ 

 

By now you may have heard about the "Notttingham-J" (NJ). This boat measures the same as 

the cJ, except for the attachment of the lead-keel: the identical lead weight is inserted inside 

the hull, instead of being bolted on externally. Graeme Raxworthy and Rodney Ford are each 

building up one of these boats, which will be tested over the next year. NJ-511 was launched 

in July (photo).  You can read more about the NJ on this link: 

https://www.jclasshulls.co.uk/home 

 

 

 
Photos of: 
Rax launching NJ-511 
Dave Heanley (J-1) Hugh Hobden (J-2), and Peter Vincent (J-4) 



NEW MEMBERS 

Anzam Zhang 

George Empson 

John Walker 

Kelvin Maisey 

Bryan Treleaven 

Owen Henwood 

Jim Usher 

 

   NEW BUILDS 

& RESTORATIONS 

 

 

Paul Campbellð J11ñrestoration 

Jim Usher Taupoñnew build 

Denis Rumpñ J101 restoration 

Colin Freeman J377 launched 

George Empson Twizelñnew build 

Leon Blewett J360 launched 

Bryan Treleaven J371 launched 

Roger France J375 new build 

NELSON TRIP  

Plans are progressing well for the Canterbury J members excursion to Nel-

son, the weekend of 16/17th September. 

17 members have indicated their interest in heading north. 

The Sailing Master of the Nelson group, John Levy has promised us good 

racing on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning, a social bbq function 

after racing on Saturday and of course the obligatory sunny fine Nelson 

weather for the weekend. 

At the time of going to print, there is still good accommodation options in 

Richmond for those not taking tents or campervans. 

If you are interested in the weekend away, and have not done so, can you 

please register your interest with Vern at cjoasec@gmail.com 

 

 

 



 

 

FERRYMEAD REPORT -  

 

We are still getting good numbers sailing at the Lake each Monday and Friday.   

 

Sixteen J Class sailors entered the Auld Mug which was held in great weather and light 

variable winds.  It was overseen by RO Polly who kept everyone in  order.  Prizes (bottles of 

wine) were handed to the winners - Ron Campbell, Denis Rump and Bob Auton.  Vern Rolton 

also received a prize for his never ending computer duties of which we are very grateful.  

Moro Bars were given out during the racing for pe nalties exonerated!! and Hard Luck 

(should have gone to  Specsavers) maneuvers. Tom Arthur, our sailing master from CMYC 

ran a two boat campaign and was given a Moro for 1 non starter and 1 DNF for the day's 

racing. Let's do it all again next year.  

 

John Kuipers needs a pat on the back for organising new  shingle and enhancing our 

launching facilities.  Cert ainly needed after all this wet weather.  

 

Paul Campbell is well on the way to restoring J11 ready to hit the water soon. Colin 

Freeman has recently laun ched his new boat and it is sailing well.  

 

 

Jim Paterson  

Ferrymead Rep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



AULD MUG 2023 

 

Tricky conditions at Ferrymead tested skippers competing in the Auld Mug Trophy    
regatta with big gusts, wind direction changes, and numerous tangle ups which kept 
NIck busy in the dinghy. 

Race Officer Polly, assisted by Jim, Vern and Ashley managed to complete 8 heats  
giving competitors 2 discards 

Congratulations to Ron Campbell who handled the conditions well to take the trophy for 
2023. 

Bad luck prize for the day went to Tom Arthur who had both cJ146 and cJ 150, on loan. 
to Anzam, retire with power problems. 

Pete asked his wife to name his new J Class on the condition it had a  

nautical theme.  She named it ò For Sail ó 



 

FROM LEON 

Freighting boats around NZ 

Iôve recently sold J252 to a gentleman in Palmerston North and my first thought was a 
packaging and freighting nightmare. 

But the purchaser had used a company named PacknSend before, (as have I) and I went 
through the motions of dealing with them at the purchasers request. 

This time round for me, they no longer were the very good but expensive option and really 
provided a good total solution and at what seemed a pretty good price considering the   
alternative DIY prospect.  

I removed the mast but kept the sails and rigging all attached and took that and the hull in 
its stand to them, they measured it all up and provided a quote for wrapping, packing,    
insuring and freighting of two parcels from Christchurch to Palmerston North as requested. 

I know whatôs involved in packing up hulls and boats as I have now done quite a few and 
this service and price, I think were really good so if youôre selling boat and need a       
packaging and freight solution, think of PacknSend. 

 Leon (was J7 & J252, now J7 & J360). 



BERTS LATEST PROJECT 

Bert Wilemseôs latest boatbuilding project is a bit of a change from the many J Class 

boats he has built over the years, tackling the building of a 10:1 scale model of a bm 

16.2m bulthius 1928. 

Bert says that 20 000 of them have been built, 5000 of them especially for racing.       
The designer was Hendrik Bulthuis, a hairdresser living near the Bergummer Meer 
{lake }, hence the name BM.   There is a statue in bronze of him at the lake.  
In 1924 400 of them were built.  
Bert has built five at 10:1 as depicted in the picture. 



From Anzan Zhang  
I am originally from Chengdu of Sichuan Province, China, working as a lawyer in 

Shanghai. I have a passion for outdoor sports, particularly sailing and skiing.  

I began sailing in 2014 when I trained at and joined the Shanghai Yacht Club & 

Resort (҉ Ḵӏ ). Over the years, I have sailed various boats, in-

cluding Topaz, Toppers, Beneteau first 20 and 22, J80, J8, Feva, Hobie, and  

currently I'm on a Nacra 500 15 catamaran. My crew and I have been trained as 

helmspersons and crew members on catamarans. 

This is third time I have visited New Zealand. One day I was walking around in 

Hagley park on a Wednesday in July 2022 and I saw CMYC model sailboat rac-

ing, Rodney generously let me try his boat. This was my first experience with 

model yachts, and I realized that I have much to learn, particularly about trans-

mitters. I was captivated by the friendly atmosphere and intriguing racing, so I 

joined CMYC. 


