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Welcome to this edition of the cJ Newsletter

Editor: Paul Campbell
Email: paul.cam@xtra.co.nz

DATES TO REMEMBER
Historic Regatta Sun 30th March

NEW MEMBERS EC/cJ Match Racing Sunday 6th April
Kevin Lynch (Tauranga) Auld Mug at Ferrymead 13th April
George Williams
i::z 2::::, The cJ Team of Measurers
Dan Thomas Christchurch

Graeme Raxworthy

Leon Blewit

Paul Campbeli

Colin Freeman

Rodney Ford
Ashburton

Peter Vincent

Palmerston North

Greg Findon

Tauranga

Antony Sissons

"The most expensive thing about
his beat is his hat."
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First, I want to again acknowledge the huge loss to our Association with the death of Tom
Arthur. A friend of us all, with loads of enthusiasm and a warming smile. We miss him.

Congratulations to the podium placegetters of Graham Parratt, Jim Patterson and Bruce Lang,
in our Endeavour Trophy regatta. A big thanks to Rod Liddy and his team for their
organisational skills. Thanks also to Vern Rolton for scoring and handicap calculations.
There were 11 CJ-boats contesting. Next will be the Match racing. Thanks again to Jim
Patterson for the efforts that he puts into these CJ events.

The Victoria-J saga continues. There are 10 proud vJ owners, some who are perplexed about
their inability to sail in any of CJ events. Graeme Raxworthy (Rax) explains that the main
reason the CJCOA committee gave for their decision is that the CJ is a one design class, so
VI doesn't fit in that slot. And that's fine except it doesn't apply to the internal keel hull that

Cyrus has had manufactured by Phil Winter that has been accepted to replace the external
keel hull.

Rax and I didn't know that they were building this mould until we were too far on with our
VI project. We had been led to believe that Phil Winter was retiring from manufacturing any
more hulls. We were exploring a way of simplifying J-Class builds.

Our VI is now well tested and proven to be as equal as you could get to a CJ. The new CJ
internal keel hull is yet to be tested but we don't see any reason why it will be any different.

The conundrum is that over its 27 years of development, the current CJ has made small
incremental changes to the class rules. The question is how much tolerance to change is there
before the boat becomes another class. Food for thought.

Cheers and happy sailing.
Rodney Ford

President CJCOA

March 2025
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FROM THE EDITOR

| wish to make the following comments on Rodneys Report:

Rodney and Graeme were given the support of the cJ committee in the first instance to
evaluate the Nottingham J with the view of being able to manufacture an internal keel hull
that would comply with the cJ One Design Rule. They were to report their findings to the next
AGM. This did not happen. Instead they began manufacturing the renamed Victoria J for
sale to the members without the knowledge of the Committee with an internal keeled hull that
did not comply with the current cJ Rules without major changes to the Class Rules and
Constitution.

The Committee instructed Rodney to contact Phil to discuss the purchasing of the remaining
cJ hulls that Phil had manufactured. Rodney never made contact with Phil, and in the
meantime Phil had begun to make plans to build an internal keel hull that would comply with
the current cJ Class Rules and Constitution.

At this point the entire cJ Committee were invited to attend a meeting at Phil Winters house
for him to present his prototype of the internal keel hull to them. Rodney and Graeme for
whatever reason did not attend this meeting, neither enquiring what the meeting was about
prior or after the meeting had taken place.

At personal expense a Committee member commissioned Phil to produce a mould of the
internal keel hull to present to the members at the AGM for approval. This mould has now
been donated by the Committee member to the cJ Association to manufacture the approved
new generation hulls.

The internal keel was presented to the 2024 AGM where it was explained that apart from a
small rule adjustment, it was totally compliant with the Class Rules and constitution of the
association. It was moved by Rodney Ford, seconded by Cyrus Berry and voted and passed
by the members at this meeting.

At the last meeting the following was passed:

CJ vs VJ update ( Cyrus )
In summary VJ boats do not comply with the class rules and are physically
different to a Canterbury J. It was decided to rescind motion 4 of the minutes
from July 11" 2024

“ Victoria J class yachts to be permitted to compete in social events
only, not measurement required events” . Rodney / Cyrus - accepted

This was moved by Cyrus and seconded by Paul. Voted on with six
committee members for and one against Motion carried.



OBITUARIES

Tom Arthur 1946-2025

.. Tom joined CJCOA in 2006. We, are greatly saddened with his
’ sudden and unexpected bowel cancer diagnosis and subsequent

W death just a few months later. He will be very much missed. By
™ friends, families and skippers.

— Tom was a past President of the CJCOA. Also an active member of
b w. the CMYC. He started a beginners sailing session on a Monday
afternoon that is highly appreciated.

He accepted the position of Sailing Master of the CMYC and did an awesome job. He taught
many of us the ins-and-outs of the lakeside computer program. He was one of the first skippers
to arrive at the lake — and the last to leave, ensuring the Clubhouse was securely locked up. He
was notable for his comments that he appended to the Saturday race results. Always cheerful.

Tom kept us honest with racing rules! He had an extensive knowledge of the rules and kept up
with any changes. He presented this knowledge in a series of articles attached to the race re-
sults in a very readable format.

Tom wrote about his sailing experience: “My interest in boats was nurtured by my grandfather
and father who owned a seagoing fishing boat in Scotland, my grandfather was a great story-
teller, so us grandchildren were blessed with marvellous tales of the sea. When we emigrated
to NZ in 1949 my grandfather bought a dinghy and would take us kids out fishing with nets or
lines. This started my love of anything that I could float on. But the fishing gift died because
my brother and I couldn’t catch a fish to save ourselves.

My first boatbuilding effort was a rusty corrugated iron and tar boat in my teenage years. As
my interest in surfing waned (surfing was my first sea-sport), [ built a flat-bottomed canvas
canoe and later converted it to a gaff rigged sailboat. My fascination of sail was born!
Although that old canoe was slow, it taught me the rudiments of sailing. By then I was married
to my first wife and our first proper yacht was an Idle Along, followed by a Cherub, an OK
Dingy, then I built a Farr 3.7. By this time my first marriage had ended, and I met Thysje. We
converted the Far 3.7 to twin wiring boat, with addition of a jib and spinnaker and what great
fun we had with that boat. However, orphan classes have limited fun, so I built a Phoenix and
we sailed that until Thysje’s health started to deteriorate. Next, was a gentler Sigrid 6 trailer
yacht, but still it was too much for Thysje so I bought another Farr 3.7 until | had a sail in a
Europe Dinghy and loved it and bought it.



When Thysje’s health improved, a new small boat class caught her eye. The Firebug is
2.4m long with a single sail and a roomy cockpit. So, I built one for her and bought
another for me. We sailed those 2 Firebugs for a couple of years against each other and
learned lots and that was our most enjoyable big boat sailing time.

In 2006, Thysje then became interested in radio-controlled yachts. She bought a
Witchcraft from Bob Wing. I went along as support until she got to know the yacht club
members. But that was unnecessary because many dinghy sailors we knew were now
radio sailing, Peter Vincent, Peter Crofts, Graham Mander are names that spring to mind.
As I watched from the side-lines, I remember thinking “This would be a piece of cake”.
So, I built J-146 and joined the fray later that year. Well, I immediately found radio sailing
1s anything but “a piece of cake” and still struggle to find the way through those shifty
winds.

A few years ago, Thysje’s interest turned to photography so I inherited her boat J-150,
then in 2018 was given J-20 in Martin Taylors will. So, I had 3 J-boats and felt like the
upper crust of society. I sold my Europe Dinghy and Firebug which finished my big boat
sailing career in 2022.”

Yes, Tom has been a wonderful friend and greatly missed.

Eulogy written by Rodney Ford

BOB WING

Bob Wing recently passed
away in Western Australia.

Bob was a member of the
Association in its early days
and he recently donated cJ 86
to the Association.

He would be thrilled to know
the boat has been restored to
its former glory and is sailing
again at Lake Victoria.




OBITUARY FOR DAVE HEMSLEY by Dave Panting

“Wow"“seemed to be the word of the day last weekend down at the Katikati pond as
we held a sailing get together in honour of Mr Hemsley & his passing.

Wow!!

was used by Gaye Hemsley, their family & friends at the turn out of sailor’s lakeside,
some family members are Perth based & even Japan. Wow was also used by the
sailors visiting here from out of town seeing the pond for the first time & catching up
with mates. | used this word for the variety of boats & everyone's willingness to make
it a great day!

As of wed, no one has RSVP'd & I'd just left the Hemsley household having
invited them to join us. | needn't have freaked out, but well “No Pressure!” It was very
interesting to see which class of boat each sailor used as to their relationship with
Dave & of course JB arriving with his massive America's cup style machine which
was slightly terrifying slicing through the fleet but very impressive, then just as scary
watching his RC offshore race boat charge around amongst us provided some great
moments.

It was an honour carrying down Dave's Canterbury J to place in front of the yachts
for the photos. | do admit to shedding a tear! It was very poignant during the minute
of silence that all we could hear was the flapping of sails. It could have been one of a
number of boats he cherished & loved sailing but this was | felt that “Ranger,” his
Canterbury J Class yacht resonated With the group at large. Back in 2017 Pat H,
Antony S & Mr Hemsley got the J class fleet established in “the North.“ these
gentlemen were also adamant that the boats here, have a traditional look with timber
decks, dog houses & even dinghies on deck. This persists today & in my opinion
makes these boats even more sexy & graceful on the water.

Our wee group of local sailors with support from the lakeside residents hope to get
this pond/lake fully developed & used for RC sailing to fulfil Mr Hemsley's dream of
over 10 years. I'm glad it was started & he had a chance to sail on it!

A huge thank you to all those who helped set up, launched boats for others,
swapped or leant boats to visitors, some of Dave & Gaye's family who tried their
hand at RC sailing, Russell S for tirelessly rescuing boats off the banks & all those
who attended. From Roger W who escaped his rest home to Mark H who since his
stroke has not been able to sail RC yachts easily but got on his E-trike & viewed the
racing from various spots along the concrete pathway. Apologies for the rather ad
hoc nature of the event but | made it up as | went along but thanks to all of you
“WOw!*

Dave Panting




Ferrymead hosted Pleasant Point Yacht Club Sailing Day

On Sunday February 23™,as part of a programme to promote cJ sailing among local sailing
clubs,members of the Pleasant Point Yacht Club were invited down to Ferrymead to have a go at
Radio Controlled sailing.

The morning started off drizzly with a kickoff time of 10am. Ten CJCOA sailors ready and willing,but
no PPYC,getting Mike a bit apprehensive and the other nine thinking “lets have a sail”.

Then out of the mist bodies started to appear and very soon twenty keen PPYC members,a mixture
of Women, Youth and Blokes,were given the Transmitters of the yachts.

With the drizzle disappearing and the weather improving,the new sailors were encouraged to sail
anticlockwise around the outside of the bouys, taking care to keep away from weed around the edge
of the lake,but this was soon forgotten as boats seemed to be finding their own direction, and as
there was only a very light southerly wind blowing,it didn’t seem to matter with little chance of any
damage occurring,except having to be rescued from the weed at times.

At around 11lam,Bruce Lang suggested we set a clockwise course with a start finish line and give the
sailors a taste of racing. This promptly changed the demeanour of our invited quests,as the
enthusiasim and frustrations of radio controlled sailing soon came to the fore.

In the next hour or so,with 4 or 5 races,the PPYC sailors became completely engrossed and
thoroughly enjoyed the experience of model yacht racing.

It was a great experience which we hope to continue with other sailing clubs.

Once again a big thankyou to Ferrymead and the CJCOA members who were willing to share their
expertise,time and boats.

Mike Inns



An idyllic mornings sailing at Ferrymead
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Looking to build a CJ
Yacht
We have an offer for you!!

The cJ association has reduced the price of the hull and
lead package for the external keel boat from $300 to
$200

This pricing is available only while current stocks lasts.

Since the start of this offer there are now 11 hulls sold
and delivered to their new owners.

There is limited stock left so don’t miss out.

cJ hull and lead package $200.

Please contact the hull and lead co-ordinator to
purchase via the Canterbury J Class website.

Contact: hull sales Inquiry
Canterbury-j-class.nz
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Try to Buy Scheme

The scheme has just sold another boat and we will have the next boat available

in the next three weeks. Boats are selling within 2 weeks of going on display at
the club.

We are on hunt for more boats

If you have a boat that is in a tidy ready to sail condition, or a boat that can be
tidied up, we would love to hear from you about putting it into the scheme.

We would also like to hear from you if you are interested in becoming part of
the refurbishment team.

If you know of anybody that is looking to purchase a cl yacht let them know
about our Try to Buy scheme as we can usually find boats to suit their needs.

Please contact Paul Campbell for more information. 021 336 332
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