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                               “Canterbury-J Chin-Wag” 
Canterbury J-Class Owners Association (CJCOA) 

 

                           28 May 2020        Day 64 of level2 lockdown    Edition#15 

Hi J-Skippers 

This picture was taken in October 1925, that is 95 years ago.  Published in the 

Auckland Weekly News. Perhaps some of your relatives are in the bunch of keen 

sailors.  This was when a sound understanding the wind was of critical importance, 

to set the sails and wind vane. 

 
It was not until 1903 that Christchurch City Council established a small scale 

public supply of electricity.  We had to wait until the 1970s before transistors made 

radio-controlled sailing possible.  

 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1903 installation of one of the first domestic electricity networks in Christchurch. 

                                            ooooooOOOOOooooo 
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The Canterbury J-Class Owners Association (CJCOA) has a history of only 22 

years long. Do you remember this line up of the first twelve Canterbury J-Class 

boats assembled at Lake Victoria in September 2018.  It was our 21-year 

anniversary. Sadly, J-5, J-8 and J-10 are missing. Does anyone know where they 

went?  

 
Proud owners of early Canterbury J-Class boats: J-1 CMYC,  J-2 Hugh Hobden, 

J-3 Doug Parker, J-4 Peter Vincent, J-6 Rick Jury, J-7 Leon Blewett,  

J-9 Grant Cowell, J-11 Graeme Hore, J-12, Rodney Ford.   

 

Web history uncovered by Vern Rolton 
 
Our Webmaster Vern has been doing a fantastic job of 
smartening up our website, keeping it up to date and looking 
attractive and is constantly doing something with It, for all of us.  
 
Vern is also our secretary and the kingpin for all our 
communications out to all members. He sorted out the current 
method of distribution just in time  for Rodney’s “Chinwag”, a 
system that is working better than we have ever had, thank you 
Vern. 
 
Being who he is and doing what he does, he has access to a lot of 
stuff done by those before us that we can’t see. Don’t ask me 
where it is, it’s just there somewhere in amongst the clouds and 

cyber. Vern has been able to unearth little bits and it’s interesting to look back on just what 
went on and how things were done in early 2000.  
 
There are not many of us left who were involved with the Canterbury J in those days, probably 
only a handful now. I won’t name them. The term “J” was used commonly and that habit has 
sort of stuck, despite the originators of our class rules and constitution calling it a “Canterbury J 
Class”. These were also the days where the boat took months to finish and was built more like a 
brick outhouse than a sailing craft. Here are some extracts from 2001 and 2004 from the old 
website. 
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The main page at one point, yes the bird has wings and they flap, poor bird, never gets 
anywhere. 
The weather station was one of Simon Ballantynes little projects too and worked well. 
 

 
Have a look at this link,         https://web.archive.org/web/20040217185913/http://canterbury-
j-class.org.nz/ 
Time to build 

 
 
How they were built.  
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We still have this building jig available, today its rarely used though.

 
 
The recommended timber (as I was told was 10mm square cedar) for everything. A king plank 
was definitely needed and the bow plate of 12mm ply and the stern plate of 6mm ply. A mast 
plate was recommended and of 12mm ply. 
These were also the days when at the time your boat was measured for its certificate, if it was 
underweight, the additional ballast required to get it up to weight was to be fastened directly 
underneath to the deck and yes many were caught out and had the weight put there. Usually 
the second build (if any) didn’t see that happen again. Imagine insisting on that today!!! 

 
 
Here is one thing that attracted a lot of attention and experimenting with but never took off, 
the radial jib fitting. 
Was it any good? Don’t know, it seemed to work but I can’t say if it worked well or what, a 
downwind run certainly got all the jib out into the airstream. 
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Here is an idea of winch costs in those days

 
 
Here an interesting and common issue solved (back then) 

 
 

Again thanks to Vern Rolton – Cheers, Leon Blewett. 
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Identification of this boat - help please! 

 

Who knows the story of this wonderful model yacht? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lots of wonderful boats have been crafted by our members, please tell us about 

yours. 

 

 

 This is the 15th edition.   

 

Keep your submissions coming.  

Add your memories to these stories.  

Please respond to some of these these yarns. 

From now on the ChinWag will be sent out weekly. 

 

 

Happy sailing, Rodney Ford,  (Canterbury-J ChinWag editor)   

On behalf of your Canterbury J Class Owners Association. CJCOA 

Enjoy these quips 
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